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Jreek trade with the Soviset Bloc cestiaued to expund im 1957 emd
reached a level of §54.6 million as compared with $41.2 million in the
previcus year. Wmmm,m,mninaun
portion of Gresce's forsign trséds and in 1§57 repressmted 7 percent of
Gresoe's total commarcs. Irads with the USSR, Oreees's primary Blce
trading partoer, ascunied to £19.6 millien in 1957, Aasarly 40 percent
of tetal Gresk-Sovist Mloc trade. Exchangss with the Soviet Uniom can
hmbmamrﬂtn{;}wmww
in July 1958 which calls for yearly trade inoroases.

Greek imports frem the Blee ross %o $30.4 million in 1957 from 2.5
nillion is 1956 and commisted largely of petruleum products from the Ubix
and machinery from Csechoslovakia. larger purchases of tobasce, cltrus
fruits, elive oll snd minerals accommtod fur the increase in Gresk ettoris

The marked increase im trads with the Soviet Blec is primarily duwe to
Greece's need to find outists for hard-te~sell agricultursl eommoditlies.
The Soviet Bloc is sn sttrsctive, potential merket for these serpluses and
is in s position to fulfil] scae of Croece’s primary materials requirements.
The Bloe, primarily the 8333, is already mpplying & substantial amount of
KL products to OGresce. In 1957, 17 peromt of Gresce’s L imports sere
obtained from the Soviet Aloe, three-fourths of which ceme from the USSE.
‘The Sevist Unlon recestly cffered to barter erude cil for sarplus todacco,
;Mmaummnwunwmmmaefium
marketing 4Aifficultiss. Onder s contract signed recently Felamd will
supply $3.5 million werth of coal im return for Greek tebacoo.

uwwmmmmmamthzm
to bs confined mainly to trade, vague offers of ecomomic sesistance, getar-
MM%WM&Wm,MWmaM
the Soviet Union. (iresce bas shown oaly Ximited receptivily teo Lhess over-
tures.
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